
The COVID Committee met on Feb 1, 2021 to follow up on its recommendations to conduct worship in 

an all-online format during from December 2020 through February 2021 as a result of the widespread 

prevalence of COVID-19 in our community.  

1. The Committee was looking for a reduced prevalence PCR % positivity rate in Cumberland 

County. In Pennsylvania the PCR % positivity rate was reduced from 15.1% on December 31 

to 9.20% on January 31 and in Cumberland County from 17.4% to 6.4% during the same 

period. https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Monitoring-

Dashboard.aspx 

According to the CDC, a high percent positivity (5+) means that SARS-CoV-2, the virus that 

causes COVID-19, transmission is elevated in the jurisdiction and community mitigation 

measures (wear masks, social distance, wash hands, no singing) are warranted to reduce 

transmission. A high percent positivity means there is a high rate of SARS-CoV-2 infections 

due to extensive transmission of the virus in the geographic area. 

2. Additionally, we discussed the general case trends in Pennsylvania. See below for a graph 

from the PA Department of Health.  

 

The COVID Committee recommends:  

1. Beginning on Sunday, February 21, Trinity Lutheran Church Lemoyne (Trinity) resume offering a 

9:30am in person worship option for those who are comfortable attending. This date was 

selected to give sufficient time to get the word out to the congregation and to have appropriate 

planning time for our staff. Resume the Facebook streaming option for those who are not able 

or comfortable to attend in person at this time. In order to offer this in person option, all 

persons who come to the church need to follow the state’s guidelines for being in a public 

space: 

a. Wear a mask at all times.  

b. Socially distance 6 feet apart if you are not part of the same household.  

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Monitoring-Dashboard.aspx
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Monitoring-Dashboard.aspx


2. No congregational singing. No cantors. 

3. In order to make sure there are no capacity issues at Easter, do a pre-sign up for services to 

ensure social distancing measures can be maintained.  

 

4. Trinity should continue to monitor the public health situation and the PCR % positivity rate in 

case there are future spikes and additional mitigation measures need to be taken.  

Being apart has been hard for many.  Even with the improved state of public health, there are still 

significant coronavirus related risks. Every time we come into the church building it is each of our 

responsibilities to fully follow the mitigation measures (masks, social distancing) to keep our community 

as safe as possible. Some folks may not yet feel comfortable attending in person and we affirm those 

who make that choice. Each family should make appropriate risk-benefit judgments for their particular 

circumstances.  

 


