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In response to the continuing trends in membership and diversity and the data from an innovation readiness survey, the 
following new criteria were affirmed for the ELCA:  

1. Prioritize the engagement of new, young and diverse people.   

2. Unite all expressions of the church (congregations, synods and the churchwide organization) into one church—

together.   

3. Align decision-making, accountability and leadership where best suited.   

4. Operate in agile, flexible and speedy ways.   

5. Act based on data and measurable impact.  

6. Eliminate silos and divisions.  

 
In other business, the council: 

 Approved a 2021 fiscal year current fund spending authorization of $65,847,000; and a 2021 ELCA World Hunger 

spending authorization of $21,500,000. 

 Elected Ms. Alyssa J. Cobb and the Rev. Daniel W. Gerrietts to the Church Council for terms ending in 2022. 

 Received an update from the Committee on Appeals about drafted updates to the church's Definitions and Guide-
lines for Discipline. The document describes the grounds for which officers, rostered ministers, candidates for ros-
tered ministry, congregations and members of congregations may be subject to discipline according to the practice 
of this church. 

 Deferred the question of developing a document outlining this church's high aspirations for rostered ministers until 
after spring 2021 when Definitions and Guidelines for Discipline is further redeveloped. 

 Deferred questions of developing a social message on U.S. national drug policy, aging, gender identity or gun policy 

until the spring 2021 Church Council meeting.. 

 Approved reconsideration of the social message on Suicide Prevention (1999) for editorial changes for the sake of 

accuracy and relevance to the contemporary social context. 

 Encouraged the continuation of research and work toward economic justice and the study of reparations and en-

gagement in anti-racism and racial justice work, and requested a report on the naming of an annual Day of Repen-
tance, including a liturgical resource of lamentation and repentance to accompany this annual Day of Repentance, to 
the spring 2021 Church Council meeting. 

 Urged this church to continue its efforts to repent the sin of racism and white supremacy and to raise awareness of 

the Emanuel 9 commemoration. 

 Adopted the Mission Investment Fund Deferred Compensation Plan and the Mission Investment Fund Supplemental 

Executive Retirement Plan. 

 Approved additional voting members for the 2022 Churchwide Assembly. 

 Approved amendments to the Portico Benefit Services Plan and Trust. 

 Approved amendments to the articles of incorporation of Luther Seminary. Luther is one of seven ELCA seminaries. 

 Adopted amendments to continuing resolutions in the Constitution, Bylaws and Continuing Resolutions of the Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church in America. 

 Approved amendments to the corporate social responsibility documents to serve as the basis for ongoing corporate 

social responsibility work in this church. 

 Elected members to the governing bodies of Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, Trinity Lutheran Seminary, 

United Lutheran Seminary, Wartburg Theological Seminary, and National Lutheran Campus Ministry Inc. 

 Elected members to fill vacancies to the board of trustees of 1517 Media, the publishing house of the ELCA. 

The council also received reports from the church's presiding bishop, treasurer, secretary and vice president, and from 
the ELCA Conference of Bishops. 

For information contact: 
Candice Hill Buchbinder 
773-380-2877 
Candice.HillBuchbinder@ELCA.org 

ELCA (2020, November 16) ELCA Future Church design affirmed by ELCA Church Council. Retrieved from 
https://elca.org/News-and-Events/8083 
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Upcoming Events 

 Mid-Week Advent Ser-

vices via Zoom—12/2, 

12/9, 12/16 & 12/23 @ 

7pm 

 Christmas Eve Service @ 

7pm  

 December 27-Lessons & 

Carols, one service @ 

9:30am 

 December 31-New Year’s 

Eve—Office Closed 

 January 18-MLK Jr. Day—

Office Closed 

  

Heifer Project, Advent 

Service Advent Video 
Series 

2 

Prayer Request, Military, 

Birthdays 

3 

125th Anniversary Pro-

ject, Trinity’s Table Up-
date 

4 

December Calendar 5 

ELCA Future Church, 

New Hope Ministries 

6 

January Calendar 7 

ELCA Future Church 

Continued 

8 

Inside this issue: 

A Message from the Pastor 

DECEMBER 2020 / JANUARY 2021 

Grace and peace to you, siblings in Christ, 

 Advent is my favorite season of the church year. (Ok, it’s tied with Lent.) 
We spend the season preparing for and anticipating the Messiah coming to tear 
down walls and unite where there is division. We reflect together on the world as it 
is and look forward to what it can be, to what it ought to be- what God intends. We 
celebrate creation, ongoing with us as God’s co-creators here-and-now. We grieve 
the places we are falling short (or more) of God’s call to just and merciful care of 
our neighbors. A generally “happy” season, this Advent is markedly different from 
any we have experienced before. COVID-19 requires us to find ways to be together 
from a distance. There will not be loud choruses of Joy to the World and Go Tell it 
on the Mountain in person, but they can be found in virtual choirs; there will not 
be large raucous family gatherings in celebration of the Christmas season and wel-
coming in 2021 (or kicking out 2020, whichever way you prefer to look at it), but 
technology allows us to be with one another without having to fix special food for 
the vegetarian and gluten-free people. God is present everywhere, so even if we 
aren’t physically in the same room, we can still gather in prayer, worship, and fel-
lowship, sharing our hopes for the coming Messiah and rejoicing at the promises of 
God’s love shown throughout all of Creation.  

When not referring to the liturgical season, “advent” means “coming” or 
“arrival” (though it is also true of the season and why it is so named). As in, “with 
the advent of COVID-19, congregations began trying new ways of doing worship.” 
A variety of comings and arrivals are anticipated in any given year. How does that 
anticipation change if we treat these advents like our liturgical Advent- as a season 
of preparation? We are going into 2021 with many hopes and expectations for the 
year, like a safe and effective vaccine for COVID-19 for mass distribution, a new US 
president and cabinet, and calling a new pastor. How can we as individuals, as 
households, as a congregation, as communities, prepare for these efforts and peo-
ple in ways that are helpful to God’s ongoing creation and show compassion to our 
neighbors? Note, “helpful to…” doesn’t mean you “agree with” or “like” something. 
Like forgiving someone for hurting you without condoning their hurtful words or 
actions, you can prepare for a  new public policy to take effect without agreeing 
with it. You can prepare for a loved one’s death without liking the cancer that kills 
them. So again, what are the helpful ways you can be part of the waiting and prepa-
ration for what(ever) the new year brings? How does your trust in God support 
yourself and those around you? 
 We are all feeling the stress and fatigue of dealing with the pandemic, but 
we are not alone. Take time to rest and renew yourself. Find time to sit in the still-
ness and listen to God. 
Peace, 
Pr. Kate Drefke 

Follow us on FaceBook! Trinity 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

mailto:Candice.HillBuchbinder@ELCA.org
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The Heifer Project 2020 
 

Thanks to the great folks at Trinity, last year we raised $750, just enough to purchase water for 
life. This gift provided clean water to those who need it most.  
 
For 2020, we will be supporting the Education and Empowering Young 
Women Initiative. When you send a girl to school with your donation, 
this gift: 
 Empowers young girls and young women through education 
 Equips them with books, paper and other learning materials 
 Provides for their tuition and other school expenses 
 Provides a family with training and livestock so they can earn the 

income needed to pay for their daughter’s school fees and supplies 
 
Girls often suffer most from gender discrimination. They are often de-
nied the opportunity to go to school because resources are limited. 
Heifer International and their partners support programs designed to 
give every girl the chance to fulfill her potential. And not only that, but it helps their families too. 
 
Ornaments will be available on the Heifer Tree in the foyer the month of December. Any donation 
is greatly appreciated. Checks may be written out to Trinity. Be sure to write “Heifer” on the 
memo line.  
 
With your help, we can send one girl to school for $275. Let’s see if we can raise $550 to send two 
girls to school. 
 
My father only let me go to school up until the second grade. There wasn’t a school here; we just 
had to take care of animals and plant crops. I don’t want my children to be like me. I’m very happy 
for them to study. 
Mathilde Condori, Frasquia, Bolivia 

Advent Video Series 

Dr. Kyle K. Schiefelbein-Guerrero, the Steck

-Miller Assistant Professor of Worship and 

Liturgy at United Lutheran Seminary, is 

hosting a series about the liturgical year on 

YouTube. The first video is up now anc be 

found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=jNtCsve9R0E&t=4s or you can find it by 

looking up the ULS channel on YouTube. 

Join Us! 
Join us each Wednesday in Advent 

(December 2, 9, 16, 23) for an Advent 

Service held via Zoom. Check your 

email for the Zoom invitation each 

week. 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

New Year’s 

Day 

2 

 

3 

8:00 Worship 

9:30 Worship 

Adult Sunday 

School 

4 

 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

 

6:45 Worship 

(Library) 

8 

 

 

9 

 

 

10 

8:00 Worship 

9:30 Worship 

Adult Sunday 

School 

11 

 

 

7:00 Worship 

& Music Mtg. 

via Zoom 

12 

 

 

 

13 

 

 

 

14 

 

 

6:45 Worship 

(Library) 

 

15 

 

16 

 

 

 

17 

8:00 Worship 

9:30 Worship 

Adult Sunday 

School 

18 

*Church Office 

Closed* 

 

19 

 

7:00 Church 

Council Meet-

ing via Zoom 

20 

 

4:00 Trinity’s 

Table 

21 

 

6:45 Worship 

(Library) 

 

22 

 

 

 

23 

 

24/31 

8:00 Worship 

9:30 Worship 

Adult Sunday 

School 

25 

 

 

26 

 

27 

 

 

28 

 

 

6:45 Worship 

(Library) 

 

29 30 

      

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jNtCsve9R0E&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jNtCsve9R0E&t=4s
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ELCA Future Church design affirmed by ELCA Church Council 

11/16/2020 3:00:00 PM 

CHICAGO – The Church Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) has affirmed the proposed 
Future Church design that is focused on a renewed purpose to activate the entire church so that more people may 
know the way of Jesus and discover community, justice and love. The council, which serves as the ELCA's board of 
directors and legislative authority for the church between churchwide assemblies, held its electronic meeting Nov. 
12-14. 

Future Church is based in the belief that members, congregations, synods and the churchwide organization must 
work together to share the powerful witness of the gospel in the world and to invite more new, young and diverse 
people to experience God's grace in action. The new design identifies three priority areas: a welcoming church that 
engages new, young and diverse people; a thriving church rooted in tradition and radically relevant; and a con-
nected, sustainable church that shares in a common purpose and direction. 

The Future Church structure will be implemented in the churchwide organization on Feb. 1, 2021. The structure will 
introduce three new home areas: Christian Community and Leadership, led by the Rev. Philip Hirsch; Innovation, 
led by Ms. Mikka McCracken; and Service and Justice, led by the Rev. Rafael Malpica Padilla. Approximately 5% of 
the churchwide organization staff will be separated as a result of the new design. 

For more than 30 years the ELCA has experienced a rich history of ministry, but the church has also witnessed a 
pattern of significant decline with aging members and a membership profile that does not reflect the diversity of 
God's creation. 
 
ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton told the council that the COVID-19 pandemic had brought into sharper 
focus the need to respond more quickly to this rapidly changing world. 

"Whether there had been a pandemic or not, we know we need to change. I think the pandemic helped us to see the 
urgency," Eaton said. "We are presenting this design because we believe that this is the way God will enable us to 
move more quickly, more faithfully, and reach more people so that more people may know the way of Jesus." 
 
William B. Horne II, ELCA vice president and chair of the Church Council, said he believes the new design provides 
the opportunity to be church together, bringing about collaboration throughout the broader church. 

         (Continued on the back page) 

‘Tis the Season 

Though it’s the COVID season for distancing and se-

clusion, it’s also the Christmas season for caring and 

sharing. New Hope Ministries is continuing their 

Christmas distribution to our community’s neediest 

families, and you can help as in past years. Simply 

bring UNWRAPPED children-sized hats, gloves, 

socks, underwear, or whatever you choose to church 

before December 9. 

A container has been placed in the Nave for these of-

ferings of love and compassion. 

 

Matthew Schott—Jack Zobel’s nephew 

Hillary Rivera III— Juan Rivera’s daughter-in-law 

John Souders—nephew of Joanne Souders 

Timothy Wells, Jr.— grandson of Jerry & Sandy Wells 

Andrew Klinger—member     

Marty Dempsey—friend of Barbara Beam         

Christopher Dempsey—Marty Dempsey’s son     

Brody Witmer—Rhonda Harlacher’s nephew 

Steve Reyes—friend of Terry Yovicich 

Jason Itter—Art Itter’s grandson 

Ian Campbell—nephew of Sara Jane Briner 

Enjolina Campbell—niece of Sara Jane Briner 

Abby Ballentine—niece of Andrea Leach 

Robert Cross—Jerry & Sandy Wells niece’s husband 

Sean Cropper—member 

Jim Karl—member 

Denise Null—member 

James Marshall—member 

Don Howe—member 

Liz Roach—member 

Oscar Squire—member 

Joan Wolfe—member 

Shirley Zimmerman—member 

John Heycock—member 

Nedra Schubert—member 

DECEMBER 

1-Lisa Webster, Ken Weaver 

8-Janaya Crawley 

9-David H. Binkley, Greg Bowers 

17-Maggie Sims 

19-Taylor Webster 

21-Nick Siegl,  

22-Todd Shuey 

24-Ray Price, Sr. 

25-Eli Siegl 

27-Gerald Crawford 

29-Ryan Heycock 

 

 

JANUARY 

1-Jacque Mikkelsen 

3-Don Howe 

6-Adam Karl, Angela McGeehan 

8-Jaquala Crawley 

9-Ray Price, Jr. 

10-Edith Morgan 

11-Lori Cropper, Catherine Sanford 

14-Chris Sims 

19-Oscar Squire, Madison Lesher 

21-Jeanne Yovicich 

22-John Heycock 

28-Terry Yovicich 

 

Military Corner 

Please Remember in Your Prayers 

Happy Birthday! 
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TLC 125th Anniversary Project 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

2020, this unique and difficult year, is the 125th anniversary of the founding of Trinity 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Lemoyne. We haven’t been able to celebrate this milestone, 

so help mark this anniversary by sharing remembrances about your experiences at Trinity. 

 

Write what you’d like, or use these questions as a launching point: 

 When did you become a member of Trinity? 

 What is your first memory of Trinity? 

 What is your favorite story about Trinity? 

 What does Trinity mean to you? 

 

Please mail or bring your remembrances to the Church office, or email them to 

tlclemoyne@gmail.com or lmoffet49@gmail.com. Please put TLC 125 in the subject line. If 

you would like to share clippings or photos, and want them returned to you, please include 

your mailing address. Please write to us before the end of the year. 

 

Your remembrances will be compiled into a booklet to commemorate Trinity’s first 125 

years. I look forward to hearing from you, and know that together we can create something 

meaningful and memorable. Thank you for your help. 

 

Linda Moffet 

Chair, Christian Education 

Trinity’s Table Updates 
Trinity’s Table is continuing to pass out pre-packaged bags to our clients, along with a sandwich meal  done by 
Carol Cawthern. We are still looking for donations from the congregation, items or cash as you are able. Each pre-

packaged bags includes one each of the following items:  laundry soap, dish soap, shampoo, household cleaner, pa-

per towels, garbage bags, soap, tissues, toothpaste, diapers, and of course toilet paper. When we able, we also pro-
vide deodorant, tooth brushes and razors. We have had between 30 and 40 clients per month,  with a few new ones 

at each session. The counts are still being kept (as well as possible) and will be made available to anyone who in-

quires. We have adjusted our open time to 4 to 6pm, still on the 3rd Wednesday of each month. We plan on continu-

ing this schedule until we can again invite clients into the building. Much thanks to all who have donated to our mis-

sion.            —Laurie Perry 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

 

 

7:00 Advent 

Service via 

Zoom 

3 

 

 

 

6:45 Worship 

(Library) 

4 

 

5 

 

6 
8:00 Worship 

9:30 Worship 

Adult Sunday 

School 

7 

 

7:00 Worship & 

Music Meeting 

via Zoom 

8 

 

 

 

9 

 

7:00 Advent 

Service via 

Zoom 

10 

 

 

6:45 Worship 

(Library) 

 

11 

 

 

12 

 

13 

8:00 Worship 

9:30 Worship 

Adult Sunday 

School 

14 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

7:00 Church 

Council Meet-

ing via Zoom 

16 

 

4:00 Trinity’s 

Table 

7:00 Advent 

Service via 

Zoom 

17 

 

 

6:45 Worship 

(Library) 

 

 

18 

 

19 

 

 

 

20 

8:00 Worship 

9:30 Worship 

Adult Sunday 

School 

21 

 

7:00 Christian 

Ed. Meeting 

via Zoom 

22 

 

 

 

23 

 

7:00 Advent 

Service via 

Zoom 

24 

Christmas Eve 

*office closed* 

7:00 Christmas 

Eve Service via 

Zoom 

25 

 

Christmas 
Day 

 

26 

 

 

27 

9:30 ONE SER-

VICE Christ-
mas Lessons & 

Carols 

28 

 

 

29 

 

30 

 

 

31 

New Year’s Eve 

*office closed* 

  

      


