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May 21st — Psalm 81  
  
“Sing aloud to God our strength; shout for joy to the God of 
Jacob. Raise a song, sound the tambourine, the sweet lyre with 
the harp. Blow the trumpet at the new moon, at the full moon, on 
our festal day. For it is a statute for Israel, an ordinance of the 
God of Jacob. He made it a decree in Joseph, when he went out 
over the land of Egypt. I hear a voice I had not known: “I relieved 
your shoulder of the burden; your hands were freed from the 
basket. In distress you called, and I rescued you; I answered you 
in the secret place of thunder; I tested you at the waters 
of Meribah. Hear, O my people, while I admonish you; O Israel, if 
you would but listen to me! There shall be no strange god among 
you; you shall not bow down to a foreign god. I am the Lord your 
God, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. Open your 
mouth wide and I will fill it. “But my people did not listen to my 
voice; Israel would not submit to me. So I gave them over to their 
stubborn hearts, to follow their own counsels. O that my people 
would listen to me, that Israel would walk in my ways! Then I 
would quickly subdue their enemies, and turn my hand against 
their foes. Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him, and 
their doom would last forever. I would feed you with the finest of 
the wheat, and with honey from the rock I would satisfy 
you.” Psalm 81  
 
The Psalmist is calling on G-d’s people to praise G-d at 
their “festal” day — and the people should praise G-d with the 
trumpet, the lyre, and songs of praise. The Psalmist wants the 
people to worship G-d and not hold back. Also, he wants them to 
praise G-d with joy in their heart. There are many references to 
worship offered to G-d that includes musical instruments, but not 
necessarily so in the New Testament. But one thing that has never 



changed across the covenant is that Go- does not want us to hold 
back when we worship.   
 
I have seen too many examples of half-hearted worship — in fact 
Lutherans can be accused of being too pious in our 
worship. However, when we think about what G-d has done for us, 
and that we have the privilege to come together in worship to lift 
up to G-d prayer, praise and thanksgiving, it should cause us to be 
full of joy and give us the motivation to give G-d our best.  
 
When the Jews got together for their feast, they used three 
stringed instruments: the timbrel, harp, and the lute. They also 
would blow a trumpet at the new moon. I have been blessed to 
have known so many talented musicians in my experiences in 
the church throughout my life. This has given me the opportunity 
to express my praise to G-d with the trumpet, the brass group, the 
choir and the guitar, among so many other instruments. We 
should always seek new and joyous ways to offer our prayers, 
praise and thanksgiving to G-d in all ways that allow us to express 
joy.     
  
PRAYERS  
God our strength, you ease our burden and set us free from 
bondage to death. Help us listen always to your voice, and satisfy 
our hearts with the finest bread, food for this life and a foretaste 
of eternity: your Son, Jesus Christ, the bread of life.  
Amen.  
 
 
 
 
  



May 22nd — Psalm 82  
  
“God has taken his place in the divine council; in the midst of the 
gods he holds judgment: “How long will you judge unjustly and 
show partiality to the wicked? Give justice to the weak and the 
orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute. Rescue 
the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the 
wicked.” They have neither knowledge nor understanding, they 
walk around in darkness; all the foundations of the earth are 
shaken. I say, “You are gods, children of the Most High, all of you; 
nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any prince.” 
Rise up, O God, judge the earth; for all the nations belong to you!” 
Psalm 82  
 
On first blush, the writer of this Psalm seems to be speaking to a 
situation similar to the experience of our friend Job. In the 
beginning of that wonderful book, G-d is holding court with a 
divine council: “One day the heavenly beings came to 
present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among 
them.” (Job 1:6) Just like the divine council in Job, G-d is 
meeting and taking a stand against the rulers. But what we soon 
learn is that these are not divine rulers, but G-d is 
upset with earthly rulers and judges. So, we live with the hope 
that G-d expects those involved in administering justice on earth 
i.e. rulers, judges and magistrates, might give an account of their 
judgments to the Supreme Ruler. And what was true for the time 
of Israel remains true for us. We too must respect proper 
authority, whether local, state-wide or across our country —
 for these rulers should also rule in the name of G-d.  This 
includes all civil authority, church authority and even family 
authority. We pray for our rulers — all rulers and leaders, whether 



political or judicial  or even spiritual, hoping they might take 
serious note of leading with some respect for divine rule.   
 
In this Psalm, both G-d and gods are translations of the same 
Hebrew term elohim. In the Hebrew, elohim refers to both the 
Judge of sinners and the sinners being judged in this psalm — 
so context obviously decides the translation of each instance of 
elohim. Within the psalm, these gods are responsible for judging 
the matters of men, which they are doing poorly, and are thus 
condemned to death. So, to be more specific, the gods the 
Psalmist is speaking about were not just regular humans, but they 
were those who had the responsibility of administrating justice 
according to the Word of G-d on G-d’s  behalf.   
 
Today, and every day, we join the Psalmist: “Rise up, O God, 
judge the earth; for all the nations belong to you!”  
  
PRAYER  
Strength of the weak, defender of the needy, rescuer of the poor, 
gracious God, deliver us from the power of wickedness, that we 
may rejoice in your justice now and forever; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
  



May 23rd — Psalm 83  
  
“O God, do not keep silence; do not hold your peace or be still, O 
God! Even now your enemies are in tumult; those who hate you 
have raised their heads. They lay crafty plans against your people; 
they consult together against those you protect. They say, “Come, 
let us wipe them out as a nation; let the name of Israel be 
remembered no more.” They conspire with one accord; against 
you they make a covenant—the tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites, 
Moab and the Hagrites, Gebal and Ammon 
and Amalek, Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre; Assyria also 
has joined them; they are the strong arm of the children of Lot. 
Do to them as you did to Midian, as to Sisera and Jabin at the 
Wadi Kishon, who were destroyed at En-dor, who became dung 
for the ground. Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb, all their 
princes like Zebah and Zalmunna, who said, “Let us take the 
pastures of God for our own possession.” O my God, make them 
like whirling dust, like chaff before the wind. As fire consumes the 
forest, as the flame sets the mountains ablaze, so pursue them 
with your tempest and terrify them with your hurricane. Fill their 
faces with shame, so that they may seek your name, O Lord. Let 
them be put to shame and dismayed forever; let them perish in 
disgrace. Let them know that you alone, whose name is the Lord, 
are the Most High over all the earth.” Psalm 83  
 
I like silence in my life. I seek silence. But not all silence is golden; 
especially when your wife or partner is angry with you. But when 
it appears that G-d is giving us the silent treatment, we truly 
become uncomfortable. But when our G-d is silent, it is always for 
our good. G-d withholds knowledge, G-d withholds from 
us things that may be too hard for us to bear at that moment — G-
d may be preparing our hearts in quietness and repentance. No 



matter the reason for the silence, after that period of silence, we 
are always glad to hear G-d’s voice again —- hen G-d does 
eventually speak to us.   
 
It is during the period of silence where G-d seeks our obedience to 
wait. All silence is a testing, if you ask me. And G-d does this to 
test whether we will persevere in trust and faith that G-d will 
speak.   
 
I wonder sometimes where G-d is in this pandemic — I often sit in 
silence hoing to hear some wisdom from G-d. Sometimes in 
serious situations, G-d will show a surprising silence, as if G-d 
is He is unconcerned.  But G-d does hear our prayers. G-d wants 
us to cry out — to break that silence often with our prayers and 
our laments. This Psalm clearly encourages us to pray to God with 
boldness and purpose, fully knowing that G-d will hear and 
answer us in such crisis.  
  
PRAYER  
God of the nations, you alone are the Most High over all the world. 
Dispel from us false pride and illusions of greatness, and drive 
away all that would threaten our faith, that we may always seek 
your name and stand in awe of you; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  
Amen.  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 



May 24th  — Psalm 84  
  
“How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs, 
indeed it faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh 
sing for joy to the living God. Even the sparrow finds a home, and 
the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, at 
your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. Happy are 
those who live in your house, ever singing your praise. Happy are 
those whose strength is in you in whose heart are the highways to 
Zion. As they go through the valley of Baca they make it a place of 
springs; the early rain also covers it with pools. They go from 
strength to strength; the God of gods will be seen in Zion. O Lord 
God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob! Behold 
our shield, O God; look on the face of your anointed. For a day in 
your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be 
a doorkeeper in the house of my God than live in the tents of 
wickedness. For the Lord God is a sun and shield; he bestows 
favor and honor. No good thing does the Lord withhold from 
those who walk uprightly. O Lord of hosts, happy is everyone who 
trusts in you.” Psalm 84  
 
In the context of this psalm, the dwelling place of God doesn’t 
refer to heaven but clearly refers to the Temple of G-d. G-d’s 
dwelling place is in the midst of  G-d’s people here on earth — and 
how lovely that dwelling place is. When G-d created the earth and 
all of the things in the earth, G-d dwelled among the people, and 
it was, well, lovely. And all of the things created by G-d were 
meant to dwell with G-d in an intimate relationship — where the 
space of creator and creation meet. The question we need to 
address today is how do we repair the broken relationships 
between G-d and G-d’s creation? It is sin that has broken that 
intimate relationship. Even in the midst of the Garden, when sin 



had finally crept into creation, G-d would seek to repair that 
broken relationship. G-d seeks to repair that intimate 
relationship — yet needs to maintain G-d’s holiness and justice. 
So we have three ways to repair the breach between us and G-d:  
Sacrifice (for sin) — Jesus took the punishment meant for us.  
Covenants (for relationship) — the Ten Commandments 
continue to serve to be hammer (our sins drive us to the cross), 
mirror (the commands mirror for us the sinners we are) and sure 
guide for our lives.  
Communication through worship, prayer and Bible reading 
(for intimacy in relationship).   
 
The church is not the only place where creator and 
creation meet. The good news is that you and I are welcome to 
bring our space (home, nest and family) into G-d’s space — by 
inviting G-d into our home — and attending to offering up prayer, 
praise and thanksgiving to G-d. The really good news is that we 
don’t change in order to come into G-d’s presence. All that is 
needed is humility, repentance and trust in the power 
of Jesus and the Holy Spirit. And it doesn’t hurt to have that 
aching feeling to be back in the church again. After all, as the 
Psalmist says, “I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my 
God than live in the tents of wickedness.”  
  
PRAYER  
O God, our sun and shield, you heard the prayer of Christ, your 
anointed, and raised him to the lasting joy of your presence. 
Guide us in our pilgrimage through life, that, loving you and 
offering praise in your house, we may find a home in your eternal 
dwelling place and joyfully look upon your glorious splendor, 
which we behold in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.  



 May 25th — Psalm 85  
  
“Lord, you were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes 
of Jacob. You forgave the iniquity of your people; you pardoned 
all their sin. You withdrew all your wrath; you turned from your 
hot anger. Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put away 
your indignation toward us. Will you be angry with us forever? 
Will you prolong your anger to all generations? Will you not 
revive us again,   so that your people may rejoice in you? Show us 
your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation. Let me 
hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his 
people, to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts. 
Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his 
glory may dwell in our land. Steadfast love and faithfulness will 
meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other. Faithfulness 
will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down 
from the sky. The Lord will give what is good, and our land will 
yield its increase. Righteousness will go before him, and will make 
a path for his steps.” Psalm 85  
  
This Psalm does seem to come to us from the post-exile period — 
following the Babylonian exile. Its whole tone belongs to that time. 
The punishment had ended, the people had lost everything, and 
in the glad return the people of Israel had seen a proof that G-d 
had covered her guilt. But all was not well in the 
return. The people felt purified, yet there was no Temple — it had 
not been restored. This is why we hear the pathetic cries of this 
psalm. In this particular instance, the cry arose from the dread of 
famine, which was always regarded as a judgment on national sin. 
But, even as he utters his lament, the Psalmist lets loose with 
praise: “Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, 
that his glory may dwell in our land. Steadfast love and 



faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each 
other.”  
  
We can’t help but feel plunged into the midst of trial — but we too 
have our hope. We feel like a people who are living in exile. We 
are not allowed to do so much — especially in our public worship 
and praise. But before us are the plans to return to the sanctuary, 
and to again be with our G-d — but our fasting from worship and 
Holy Communion continue. As the Psalmist concludes this 
Psalm, “Righteousness will…make a path for his steps.”   
  
PRAYER  
God of grace, you so loved the world that you gave your only Son 
to be our Savior. Help us to rejoice in your redeeming grace by 
showing mercy and following in the way of justice and peace, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, redeemer of the world.  
Amen.  
  
  
 
 
  
May 26th — Psalm 86  
  
“Incline your ear, O Lord, and answer me, for I am poor and 
needy. Preserve my life, for I am devoted to you; save your 
servant who trusts in you. You are my God; be gracious to me, O 
Lord, for to you do I cry all day long. Gladden the soul of your 
servant, for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. For you, O Lord, are 
good and forgiving,  abounding in steadfast love to all who call on 
you. Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; listen to my cry of 
supplication. In the day of my trouble I call on you, for you will 



answer me. There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor 
are there any works like yours. All the nations you have made 
shall come and bow down before you, O Lord,  and shall glorify 
your name. For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone 
are God. Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your 
truth; give me an undivided heart to revere your name. I give 
thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will 
glorify your name forever. For great is your steadfast love toward 
me; you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. O God, 
the insolent rise up against me; a band of ruffians seeks my 
life, and they do not set you before them. But you, O Lord, are a 
God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness. Turn to me and be gracious to 
me; give your strength to your servant; save the child of your 
serving girl. Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate 
me may see it and be put to shame,  because you, Lord, have 
helped me and comforted me.” Psalm 86  
 
The writer of this Psalm wants to know the will of G-d in his life — 
in the midst of his troubles. I would say we all feel the same these 
days — especially wanting to know the will of G-d in the midst of 
this pandemic. Like the Psalmist, we have a mixture of fear and 
faith, a mixture of wanting to understand G-d’s but still wanting 
to understand our place within these trying times.   
 
So the Psalmist prays for a pure heart and an understanding 
mind — because he knows that the Lord is “slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.” He wants to 
receive a sign from the Lord so that he will know some comfort.  
  
I feel safe to say that we all would like such a sign. We would all 
like some assurance that we will come out of this pandemic better, 



safer, stronger, and more faithful. That is also why we should, like 
the Psalmist, allow the Lord to teach us his ways, so that we might 
walk and live in his ways. This is where we turn to the Lord to 
allow G-d to sort out the big stuff, so we can continue to live in the 
love of Jesus empowered by the Holy Spirit. This will surely help 
our hearts to find some peace each and every day.   
  
PRAYER  
Gracious Father, when your Son called out to you in the time of 
trouble, you heard him and brought him out of the pit of death to 
the glory of resurrection. Give strength to your servants whom 
you have raised with him to new life, that with undivided hearts 
we may worship you and tell the glory of your name; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
May 27th — Psalm 87  
  
“On the holy mount stands the city he founded; the Lord loves the 
gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob. Glorious things 
are spoken of you, O city of God. Among those who know me I 
mention Rahab and Babylon; Philistia too, and Tyre, with 
Ethiopia— “This one was born there,” they say. And of Zion it 
shall be said, “This one and that one were born in it”; for the Most 
High himself will establish it. The Lord records, as he registers 



the peoples, “This one was born there.” Singers and dancers alike 
say, “All my springs are in you.” Psalm 87  
 
The city of our G-d – Jerusalem. Jerusalem was where 
Melchizedek reigned as king and priest. Jerusalem was the seat of 
leadership through earthly kings and their 
kingdoms. Solomon built the Temple there, where sacrifice, 
worship, and priestly duties were fulfilled. Jesus honored the 
city often with his presence — through the feasts He attended, like 
the Passover celebration. He was accused, sentenced, condemned 
and crucified here in Jerusalem. He rose on the third day and was 
seen throughout the city. The church was established in 
Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost.  The apostles were energized 
by the Spirit of God through their initial ministry right there. In 
other words, G-d’s work was established and set in 
motion through the chosen people — in their chosen place.    
 
Psalm 87 is a short glimpse as to what G-d would do through His 
Son. It is a foretaste of what was to come. It is the place where 
“Glorious things are spoken of you, O city of God”. It is this Holy 
City of our G-d that will come, the New Jerusalem, redeemed by 
G-d through Jesus Christ for all eternity. It will be the continued 
picture of a beautiful community where we will all dwell with G-
d.  
  
PRAYER  
Compassionate God, your Son wept over Jerusalem, and he 
established the new Jerusalem firmly upon rock and made it the 
mother of the faithful. Make us rejoice in your church, and grant 
that all people may be reborn into the freedom of your Spirit, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.  



 May 28th — Psalm 88  
  
“O Lord, God of my salvation, when, at night, I cry out in your 
presence, let my prayer come before you; incline your ear to my 
cry. For my soul is full of troubles, and my life draws near to Sheol. 
I am counted among those who go down to the Pit; I am like those 
who have no help, like those forsaken among the dead, like the 
slain that lie in the grave, like those whom you remember no 
more, for they are cut off from your hand. You have put me in the 
depths of the Pit, in the regions dark and deep. Your wrath lies 
heavy upon me, and you overwhelm me with all your waves. You 
have caused my companions to shun me; you have made me a 
thing of horror to them. I am shut in so that I cannot escape; my 
eye grows dim through sorrow. Every day I call on you, O Lord; I 
spread out my hands to you. Do you work wonders for the dead? 
Do the shades rise up to praise you? Is your steadfast love 
declared in the grave, or your faithfulness in Abaddon? Are your 
wonders known in the darkness, or your saving help in the land of 
forgetfulness? But I, O Lord, cry out to you; in the morning my 
prayer comes before you. O Lord, why do you cast me off? Why do 
you hide your face from me? Wretched and close to death from 
my youth up, I suffer your terrors; I am desperate. Your wrath has 
swept over me; your dread assaults destroy me. They surround 
me like a flood all day long; from all sides they close in on me. 
You have caused friend and neighbor to shun me; my companions 
are in darkness.” Psalm 88  
 
In the Book of Psalms, the 88th is the saddest psalm. It is a lament 
of an individual who is suffering deeply — someone who has 
suffered like Job. But unlike Job, this psalm does not end in 
reward or comfort. Perhaps this psalm is included to show that 
there are some believers whom G-d permits to experience more 



than their share of suffering, and that is difficult for any of us to 
hear. The psalmist has certainly experienced extended periods of 
suffering without being shown any comfort or encouragement 
from G-d or his friends, and we have to wonder why? His 
condition was so bad that he, together with his companions, 
thought that he would die soon — in fact the psalmist talked 
about death and the grave in nine out of eighteen verses.  
 
This psalm is like a stationary picture of a man that suffered for a 
very long period of time. But this Psalm is just one of the psalms 
in the Bible. And I believe we could all come up with someone 
who has suffered for most of their life. But, life is not a stationary 
picture, but a motion picture. Life flows from one experience to 
the next — one opportunity to the next. Everyone experiences ups 
and downs that will make us, break us and remake us again. The 
scenes change — the cycle of life, and death will go on.   
 
As such, we must learn to trust our G-d, who is good, who is 
faithful and true, and with whom we have a covenantal 
relationship. One week we may pass through the land of the 
shadow of death — one day we may be lounging along the still 
waters and green pastures. No matter the course our life takes, we 
trust that we will one day enjoy dwelling with G-d forever.         
 
PRAYERS  
God our Savior, for us our Lord Jesus descended to the dead and 
broke the grip of death. Hear us when we cry to you day and night, 
when we are stripped of hope and life, that we may again know 
your presence and see your face; for you alone are God, and all 
our help comes from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  
Amen.  


